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As I moved ftom soldier to college
student ahd then on to educator, I
benefited positively In both my
personal llfu and professional life as
a result of my experiences in the
Berlin schools. lwa5 blessed with
gooal teachers, many ofwhom
became Iife-long Fiends after gracl-
uation. My organizatlonal skills
were the lessons taught by Bob
Dohr and George Dotl, Berlln foot-
ball coaches, When I was a senlor,
advlce ftom hlstory teacher Frltz
Warnecke was to marry Mary
Werch - 'it will be the best deci-
sion you make in your life.' Then,
there was the 'Great One, the best
educator lever met in my lifu! The
man I have thought of every day
since meeting him -- Mr. Arthur
Flanigan taught us lessons for life.
During my 35 yea6 as an educator,
when making ditficult clecisions
affecting stuclents, I cl always con-
template, 'What woulcl Mr. Flanigan
do in this situation?'

Now that our 6ve chilclren are
raised, well-eclucatecl, pursuing
their careers and raising our 15
granclchildren, Mary an.l I have
returned to the Bedin area to live
out our retirement years.
It's'Pay-Back Ttme,' a time to help
make an educational difference in
the lives of Berlin gracluates. When
I gracluatect ;n '54, a high school

diploma was all one needed to
succeed in 1i6e. Not true today. A
college clegree in toclay's society is
the equivalent. That can be
achievecl at a vo<atlonal tech col-
lege, through an apprenticeship or
a baccalaureate program. ManY
careers requlre a Masters or
Doctoral degree as entry requlre-
ments taking ftom 2-10 years of
schooling beyoncl high school.

Higher eclucation is e,xpensive,
costing from $5,0oo to $3o,0oo a
year, tew families can afforcl to
sencl their children beyond high
school without help from scholar-
shlps, This 'greatest of all nations,
the USA, was bullt on our inclivici-
ual freeclom and education. Our
young people must be preparecl
to live in a global society.

Will you please join me in support-
ing the Berlin High School Alumni
Association Scholarship Funcl?
Please consider an outright contri-
bution or including the Scholarship
Fund in your estate plan.
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By lack Butlet ('54)

In thls first of a series of articles
written by members of the Berlln
High School Alumni 20OO
Committee, Jack Butler ( 54) shares
hls heart-felt reasons ilr taking up
the funcl-raising cause icr scholaF
shrps:

"When Mary Werch ( 54) and I
mafiied in December 1954, we left
Berlin for Ceorgia where I was sta-
tioneci at Fort Bening. We hacl four
things we took from Berlin: our
faith in Gocl; our faith in each other;
a 46 Pontiact ancl our education
from the Berlin public schools.
When we left town, we had no
iclea how educationally prepareci
we were - not only in the 3 R5, but
with the judgmental skills neces-
sary to face the every day chal-
lenges of life. These skills were
taught to us by our parents and
teacners.

"Remembel!
'The only thing more

expenslve than educatlon
ls ignorance.' "


